Circulating tumor markers in cervical cancer.
Serum levels of CA 19-9, CA 125 and CA 15-3 were measured in 91 patients with cervical cancer (16 with intraepithelial neoplasia and 75 with invasive cancer). In 35 patients with locally advanced cervical cancer, serum marker levels were measured at monthly intervals during neo-adjuvant chemotherapy. CA 19-9 was found to be abnormally high only in advanced stages with an overall sensitivity of 7.3%. CA 125 and CA 15-3 were elevated in 31.9 and 23.1% of the patients, respectively, with a combined sensitivity of about 40%. The mean values of CA 125 and CA 15-3 were positively related to clinical stage and tumor differentiation. CA 125 and CA 15-3 values were correlated with response to chemotherapy in more than 80% of the cases. These findings suggest that CA 125 and CA 15-3 could be usefully employed in the management of cervical cancer.